DIRKSEN ACCUSES 



WASHINGTON, April 15, 
(UPI)— Senator Everett Mc- 
Kinley Dirksen accused The 
New York Times today of try- 
ing to “smear" Otto F. Otepka 
for plugging a State Depart 
ment leak. 

The Senate Republican leader 
made his accusation before a 
special Senate subcommittee 
meeting on confirmation of Mr. 
Otepka to a $36,000 job as a 
member of the Subversive Ac 
tivities Control Board. 

Mr. Otepka has been the cen 
ter of a security and political 
controversy since 1963 when 
Dean Rusk, then Secretary of 
State, dismissed him from his 
State Department security jobs. 

Senator Dirksen urged ap- 
proval of Mr. Otepka’ s confirm- 
ation and called him a hero 
who "steadfastly stood his 
ground" and refused to relax 
security investigations despite 
"hararrment" by the Kennedy 
Administration in the early 
1960’s. 

"Time and time again Otepka 
was promoted, he was demoted, 
he was shifted, he was snubbed 
and he was scorned," Mr. 
Dirksen said. "But he stood 
firm" against clearing people 
suspected of "Communist 
taint.” 

'Harassment Not Over* 

"The harassment is not 
over," Mr. Dirksen said. 'The 
New York Times has assigned 
a reporter, Neil Sheehan, to in- 
vestigate Otepka and smear 
him . . . This is The New York 
Times’s way of paying Otepka 
back." 

Senator Dirksen said Mr. 
Otepka, who had risen to a 
high State Department security 
job during the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration, aroused The 
Times’s ire by locating a State 
Department official who had 
"leaked” to The Times results 
of a secret State Department 
survey concluding that United 
States prestige had declined 
abroad. 

John F. Kennedy used the 
survey results in his 1960 Presi- 
dential campaign. But Mr. Dirk- 
sen said that as a result of Mr. 


Nigerians Report Capture of Town 


LACSS^S, Nigeria, April 15 
(AP) — Trie Nigerian Army re- 
ported tocnjy that it had cap- 
tured the TBiafran town of 
Bende, abounJO miles north- 
east of Umuanda, the seces- 
sionists' administrative capi- 
tal. - 

The town, which had a pre 
war population of abfcmt 20 v 
000, is seven miles sou* 1 ™ 
of Uzuakoli, which th 
eral army occupied atfncM 
two weeks ago in a renewed \ 
offensive from ther north 
against the secessi 

According to witnesses in 
Umuahia as recently as 
Thursday, thousands of peo 
pie there were Ifying to flee 
the city and 
back , by Biaf 
soldiers. _ 

GENEVA, April 15 (Reu- 
ters) — Umuahia is being 
shelled by federal Nigerian 
troops and some civilians are 
evacuating the town, sources 
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him confirmed," said Senator 
Roman L. Hurska, Republican 
of Nebraska. 

flpedil to Th* Jt»w Tort Tfme* 

WASHINGTON, April 15— 
The Times article Senator 
Dirksen referred to appeared 
on April 4 and said that the 
annual God. Family and Coun- 


The New York Time* 


April 16# 1969 


close to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
said tonight, pn Lagos, a 
senior army spokesman said 
he could not confirm reports 
that Umuahia was being 


Otepka’s investigation, the man 
who leaked the story was 
ousted. 

After President Kennedy as- 
sumed office. Senator Dirksen 
said, he rehired the man who 
promoted him. The Illinois Re- 
publican said he did not recall 
the official’s name. 

Senator Dirksen said Mr. 
Sheehan, in his articles, "tried 
to put a John Birch tag" on 
Jam es Stewart of Palatine, 111., 
who rMsed "525,000 to help pay 
Mr. Ootepka’s legal expenses, 
and on a Boston rally attended 
by Mr. Otepka. 

"The idea of trying to put 
a John Birch tag on a rally like 
that!" Mr. Dirksen said. "There 
were 1,000 people there." He 
said the speakers included 
Clarence Manion , former Notre 
DSlfltf'lk^rVWffi. 

Mr. Otepka also was praised 
today by the three Senators 
conducting the hearing, all 
stanch allies of the controver- 
sial official siqce Mr. Rusk dis- 
missed him for giving con- 
fidential State Department 
documents to the Senate Inter- 
nal Security Subcommittee, 
headed by James O. Eastland, 
Democrat of Mississippi. 

"You have been punished be- 
cause you tried to protect your 
country,” Mr. Eastland told Mr. 
Otepka today. Mr. Otepka was 


tsked no questions and made 
io statement except to thank 
he Senators. 

"I have confidence in you, 
said Senator John L. McClellan, 
Democrat of Arkansas. "I think 
you have been mistreated." 

“I will support this nomina- 
tion and do what I can to get 


Birch Society 


TPP 

janized by 
leadrs." — 

The article said the chairman 
of the rally wa ^j£ 2 !iLaunence 
E. Bupke iy anotner r lttfeTn , 05? fc t5f 
le Bircn national council, and 
that the executive secretary 
was M rs-i l a mL(LN . McKinney , 
a Birch chapter leader in the 
Boston area. Mrs. McKinney 
was cited in the article as say- 
ing that Mr. Otepka attended 
the rally as an invited guest. 

Medfo r fl Ev ans, book review 
dffltor ror “ne Birch Society 
magazine and managing editor 
of The Citizen, the segregation- 
ist white Citizens Council 
weekly, was quoted in the arti- 
cle as saying that "at least 
half the people there were 
John Birchers" and that while 
the rally is not an official func- 
tion of the Birch Society "there 
is a lot of overlap." 

iManjon said 
i n a tele e*conve rsa t i o n to- 
day from his office in South 
Bend, Ind., that he was a mem- 
ber of the national council of 
the John Birch Society and 
has been for a number of 
years. 



